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services, including links to external websites, are provided in good faith and 'as is'. You agree that you will not
hold LLO responsible for any issues or consequences that may arise from accessing and using LLO’s E-
magazine materials. No guarantee of availability or reliability of either use or accuracy is given by the author or
may be assumed. All files in LLO’s E-magazine have been virus-checked before being uploaded to our server.
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Milloy fights for adult literacy and skills funding

Waterloo Region Record 0 December 02, 2010
Ontario cabinet minister John Mill oy says the hard tin

And so he is lobbying the federal government to keep a program alive that helps pay for
literacy and basic skills training for adults.

The federal government had been giving an extra $630 million over the past two years to
help get Ontario residents through the recession and ready for a changed workforce.

But the economy is recovering, and that funding is scheduled to run out at the end of
March, says Milloy, who is minister of training, colleges and universities as well as
Kitchener Centrebds Liberal MP P .

Unless the federal government extends the program, he said tens of thousands of people
will soon be left without access to the skills to qualify for, find, and keep a job.

iThe effects of the recession on the people of Ontario
Milloy wrote to Diane Finley, federal minister of human resources and skills development.

Job | osses in Ontariobs manufacturing sector alone wer
the rest of Canada. And Ontariobs unemployment rate in
compared to 7.9 per cent for the country as a whole, he said.

AiTherebs a need out there,o Millo
of people displaced because of th

Finleyéds communications director, Ryan Swall ow, said t
into account, along with those of other Canadians, as the federal government considers its
next budget.

y said in an intervie
e recession. o

iThe federal government receives numerous ideas and su
Swall ow sai d. iAl I wi || be reviewed in |ight of the go
He said that the $630 million already committed repres
money. |Ités on top of another $738 million a year that
continue to receive, to train people. (continued on page 5)

TIPS FOR MEETING WITH PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL POLITICIANS

When setting up an appointment with a politician or civil servant to discuss your
funding needs, ask for 20 minutes, speak for 10 minutes, and allow 10 minutes for
questions. Focus on the impact on the learners and on the community.

Go prepared with facts to back you up 0 a good place to get economic and literacy
information for your community is at http://www.dataangel.ca/_public/
LiteracyReportCard/LiteracyReportCard.php . This report card ranks virtually every

community in Canada on several dimensions of literacy.

Another very useful resource created by Community Literacy of Ontario is
A Great | nvda&wwvmadra/ado/a great investment.htm

fiLiteracy

LLOG®RPower f ul Partnerships through
manual offers advice on focusing your public relations efforts.

fundraising, rketing a
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Jobs may be returning to Ontario, but local agencies that do the training say there are
plenty of people who need help before they can get and keep one.

Some of the people waiting for training canét read wel
prescription, said Carol Risidore, executive director of the Literacy Group of Waterloo
Region, which trained about 550 students this year across the region.

They donét have enough computer skills to keep a job s
They might find a job in housekeeping or general labour, but they might lose it again,

because their reading and math skills just arendét good
filt takes a huge amount of courage to walk through the
she said.

If they persevere for a year or two, they might have the skills to work in a store, drive a

truck or be a personal support worker in a health - care facility.

The provincial and federal governments help to pay for their training. These contributions
make up about 76 per cent of the agencyds-rasingdget t hi s
and donations make up the gap.

But when the federal government ends its contributions, the funding will fall sharply, and
the number of people that get help would be cut by about 28 per cent. There would be 154
people who would no longer receive assistance.

Risidore is worried about cuts to staff and a fAhuge st
uncertain times.

She said Milloy has been understanding.
AiHe is in there, fighting for wus, and we all appreciat

Ontario workers need federal help

Waterloo Region Record - Editorial & Dec 4, 2010

In this Ontario, in this place where the words "economic recovery” are meaningless for

hundreds of thousands of would -be workers, there remains an urgent need for

governments to  fund the most basic skills, such as the ability to read and, yes, use a
computer. And in this Ontario, at this time, the federal government's decision to gut skills

training of more than half a billion dollars betrays a failure of vision, commitment and

human compassion.

To his credit, Ontario cabinet minister John Milloy, is speaking out on behalf of some of
Ontario's most vulnerable people. The Kitchener Centre MPP, who is also minister of
training, colleges and universities, is prodding Ottawa to maintain the high levels of
funding for skills training that it introduced during the recession.

Milloy deserves support in this fight.

Ontario has for generations been the economic engine driving Canada. It remains the
nation's biggest provincial economy by far. If its economy is sick, no other provincial
economy can be truly healthy. In this context, for the sake of the nation's economic
recovery, the federal government should restore most if not all of that additional funding
for skills training.
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